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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: original application filed 
06/14/2000. 

2. Claims 1-38 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1 , 13, 22 and 
31 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-3, 5, 7-11, 13-17, 19-24, 27-31, and 33-38 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hommel et al. (hereinafter Himmel) 
(US 6,314,423 B1 - filed 07-1998), in view of Nakamura (hereinafter 
Nakamura) (US 6,496,829 B1 - filed 01-2000). 

4. As to independent claim 1, Himmel discloses a method comprising: 
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storing on a client device a set of references (providing one or more 
searchable repositories of bookmark sets stored in a 
computer system, see Himmel col. 2, lines 60-61) to external destinations in a 
network environment (in an Internet environment, see Himmel col. 1, 
lines 3-4) each destination having an associated bookmark presenting the 
bookmark (Each bookmark set contains a set of Uniform 
Resource Locators (URLs) , see Himmel col. 2, lines 62-63) to a user for 
selection; and accessing the network destination corresponding to the selected 
bookmark (selected bookmark set is received and used by the 
client browser to access the set of URLs in the selected 
bookmark set, see Himmel col. 3, lines 8-10). HimmeD does not explicitly 
disclose media objects; however Nakamura teaches (programs, are 
supplied from a storage medium, such as a CD-ROM, a flash 
memory or an FD, or an external storage medium via a 
network, see Nakamura col. 15, lines 35-37). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Nakamura' teaching for presenting media 
objects to Himmers bookmark set. One of the ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to combine these functionality, so that (a host computer, in 
this case, the present invention can be applied for a case 
wherein information groups, including programs, are 
supplied from a storage medium, such as a CD-ROM, a flash 
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memory or an FD, or an external storage medium via a 
network, to an output device, see Nakamura col. 15, lines 33-37). 

5. As to dependent claim 2, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 1 above and further comprise, storing on the client 
device a set of references to the media objects (bookmark sets stored In 
a computer system, each bookmark set can be downloaded to a 
client browser as a unit. Each bookmark set contains a set 
of Uniform Resource Locators (URLs), see Himmel col. 2, lines 60-63). 

6. As to dependent claim 3, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 1 above and further comprising wherein accessing 
the network destination and retrieving a web page corresponding to the selected 
media object {providing a set of bookmarks in a browser for 
retrieving Web pages in an Internet environment, see Himmel 
col. 1, lines 12-14). 

7. As to dependent claim 5, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 1 above and further comprising wherein presenting 
and retrieving the bookmark media objects from one or more hosts {page 
retrieval ... display his bookmark list and select among his 
bookmarks to go directly to a favorite page ... Internet 
access through the browser, see Himmel col. 2, lines 1-11). 

8. As to dependent claim 7, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 1 above and further presenting the bookmark 
media objects comprises displaying a matrix of bookmark media objects (map a 
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hostname in the URL to a particular network IP address at 
which the server Is located. The naming service returns a 
list of one or more IP addresses that can respond to the 
request, see Himmel col. 1, lines 50-53). 

9. As to dependent claims 8 and 9, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the 
limitations as cited in independent claim 1 above and further presenting the 
bookmark media object comprises displaying a stream of video that disclosed in 
dependent claim 8, and outputting audible sounds that disclosed in dependent 
Claim 9 (The World Wide Web, or simply "the Web", Is the 
Internet's multimedia information retrieval system. It is 
the most commonly used method of transferring data in the 
Internet environment. Other methods exist such as the File 
Transfer Protocol (FTP) and Gopher, but have not achieved 
the popularity of the Web. Client machines accomplish 
transactions to Web servers using the Hypertext Transfer 
Protocol (HTTP), which is a known application protocol 
providing users access to files, e.g, text, graphics, 
images, sound, video, using a standard page description 
language known as the Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) , see 
Himmel col. 1 lines 30-40). 

10. As to dependent claimm 10, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 1 above and further including: verifying status of 
each bookmark media object; and presenting a default bookmark media object 
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when the status indicates the corresponding bookmark media object is not 
available {Once a bookmark is added to a bookmark list, in 
general, the bookmark becomes a permanent part of the 
browser until removed, see Himmel col. 2, lines 8-9). 

11. As to dependent claim 11 1 , Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 1 above and further comprising wherein each 
bookmark media object represents a current state of the corresponding network 
destination {current technology used in browsers to update 
bookmarks, i.e. removing the old address and entering the 
new one, see Himmel col. 2, lines 27-29). 

12. As to independent claim 13, Himmel and Nakamura disclose generating 
a set of bookmark media object, each bookmark media object corresponding to a 
network destination within a computing environment {providing a set of 
bookmarks in a browser for retrieving Web pages in an 
internet environment, see Himmel col. 1, lines 12-14); storing the 
bookmark media objects on one or more servers within the computing 
environment {storing a plurality of bookmark sets at a server, 
see Himmel col. 12, line 45); and updating the bookmark media objects as a 
function of a state of the computing environment {The browser can be 
configured so that a newly served bookmark set 
automatically becomes the active bookmark set in the 
browser. Alternatively, a "Select active bookmark set" 
option in a bookmark pulldown can used to specify the 
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unique bookmark set that is active at any one session, see 
Himmel col. 6, lines 23-25). 

13. As to dependent claim 14, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 13 above and further comprising wherein updating 
the bookmark media object comprises updating the bookmark media object as a 
function of a current state of the corresponding network destination (current 
technology used In browsers to update bookmarks , i.e. 
removing the old address and entering the new one, see Himmel 
col. 2, lines 27-29). 

14. As to dependent cJainm US, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 13 above and further comprising wherein updating 
the bookmark media object comprises updating the bookmark media object as a 
function of the information received from a remote user (One feature of the 
invention allows the user to assign an attribute to the 
newly served bookmark set. At download, a dialog box is 
presented, asking the user if the bookmark set is to be a 
temporal or permanent bookmark set. A temporary bookmark 
set is a good choice for a search which will not last 
beyond the current session. If a permanent bookmark set is 
chosen, the bookmark set becomes a permanent part of the 
browser (until deleted) . Next, another dialog box is 
presented, asking the user if he wants to subscribe to the 
bookmark set for updates, see Himmel col. 10, lines 19-28). 
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15. As to dependent claim 18, Himmel and Nakamura disclose wherein the 
set of bookmark media objects are generated by a server within the computing 
environment, and further wherein updating the bookmark media object comprises 
updating the bookmark media object as a function host-determined condition (a 
bookmark set is an entity which has attributes of its own, 
e.g., active vs. inactive, and manages attributes and 
behavior, e.g., dynamic vs. static ... "Select active 
bookmark set" option in a bookmark pulldown can used to 
specify the unique bookmark set that is active at any one 
session, see Himmel col. 6, lines 15-25). 

16. As to dependent claim 17, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 13 above and further comprising wherein updating 
the bookmark media object comprises updating the bookmark media object when 
content of the network destination is changed (user to periodically 
update the information in his browser. A bookmark list 
which is updated monthly can have a different set of 
"advertisers" , i.e. bookmarks to paying web sites. 
Presuming that the content, the list of URLs, is kept 
valuable and current, users will subscribe, see Himmel col. 11, 
lines 20-25). 

17. As to dependent claim 19, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 13 above and further comprising wherein updating 
the bookmark media object includes generating a video stream is directed to 
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performing the method of dependent claim 8, and are similarly rejected under the 
same rationale. 

18. As to dependent clainm 20, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 13 above and further comprising wherein updating 
the bookmark media object includes generating an audio stream is directed to 
performing the method of dependent claim, and are similarly rejected under the 
same rationale. 

19. As to dependent clainm 21, Himmel and Nakamura discloses the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 13 above and further comprising communicating 
the bookmark media objects to a client device for display to a user {Responsive 
to a request for downloading a selected bookmark set, the 
selected bookmark Is served to the client. The selected 
bookmark set Is received and used by the client browser to 
access the set of URLs In the selected bookmark set, see 
Himmel Abstract). 

20. As to independent claim 22 is directed to a computer-readable medium 
for performing the method of independent claim 1 , and are similarly rejected 
under the same rationale. 

21 . As to dependent claim 23, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 22 above and further comprising wherein the 
instructions cause the programmable processor to store on the client device a set 
of references to the bookmark media objects is directed to performing the 
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method of dependent claim 2, and are similarly rejected under the same 
rationale. 

22. As to dependent claim 24, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 22 above and further comprising wherein the 
instructions cause the programmable processor to retrieve a web page 
corresponding to the selected bookmark media object is directed to performing 
the method of dependent claim 3, and are similarly rejected under the same 
rationale. 

23. As to dependent claim 27, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 22 above and further comprising wherein the 
instructions cause the programmable processor to present the bookmark media 
object by displaying a stream of video is directed to performing the method of 
dependent claim 8, and are similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

24. As to dependent claim 28, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 22 above and further comprising wherein the 
instructions cause the programmable processor to output audible sounds in 
response to at least one audio signal is directed to performing the method of 
dependent claim 9, and are similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

25. As to dependent claim 29, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 22 above and further comprising wherein the 
instructions cause the programmable processor to verify a status of each 
bookmark media object; and present a default bookmark media object when the 
status indicates the corresponding bookmark media object is not available is 



Application/C^ol Number: 09/594,054 A Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2176 

directed to performing the method of dependent claim 10, and are similarly 
rejected under the same rationale. 

26. As to dependent claim 30, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 22 above and further comprising wherein each 
bookmark media object represents a current state of the corresponding network 
destination is directed to performing the method of dependent claim 1 1 , and are 
similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

27. As to independent claim 31 is directed to a system comprising: a server 
configured to store a set of bookmark media objects for performing the method of 
independent claim 1, and are similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

28. As to dependent claim 33, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 31 above and further comprising wherein at least 
one of the bookmark media objects comprises an audio stream is directed to 
performing the method of dependent claim 9, and are similarly rejected under the 
same rationale. 

29. As to dependent claim 34, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 31 above and further comprising wherein at least 
one of the bookmark media objects comprises a video stream is directed to 
performing the method of dependent claim 8, and are similarly rejected under the 
same rationale. 

30. As to dependent claim 35, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 31 above and further comprising wherein a client 
device configured to store references to the bookmark media objects on the web 
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server (storing a plurality of bookmark sets at a server 
coupled to a network, see Himmel col. 12, line 45). 

31 . As to dependent claim 36, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 31 above and further comprising wherein the web 
server is configured to update each bookmark media object as a function of a 
current state of the corresponding network destination is directed to performing 
the method of dependent claim 14, and are similarly rejected under the same 
rationale. 

32. As to dependent claim 37, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in dependent claim 36 above and further comprising wherein the web 
server is configured to update each bookmark media object as a function of 
information received from the web browser is directed to performing the method 
of dependent claim 15, and are similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

33. As to dependent claim 38, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in dependent claim 36 above and further comprising wherein the web 
server is configured to update each bookmark media object when content of the 
network destination is changed is directed to performing the method of 
dependent claim 17, and are similarly rejected under the same rationale. 



Claims 4, 12, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Himmel in view of Nakamura as applied independent 
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claims 1, and 22 above, and further do view of Kirk ett al (hereinafter Kirk) 
(US 6,175,842 B1 - filed 07-11997). 



35. As to dependent claim 4, Himrnel and Nakamura do not explicitly 
discJose wherein accessing the network destination comprises retrieving a 
three-dimensional environment corresponding to the selected media object; 
however Kirk teaches (constructing and displaying a virtual 
three dimensional space based upon the determination that a 
user is browsing hypertext files at a network site, see Kirk 
col. 1, lines 10-14). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Kirk's teaching to constructing and displaying 
a virtual three dimensional space based upon the determination that a user is 
browsing hypertext files at a network site with Himrnel and Nakamura method of 
accessing the network destination corresponding to the selected media object. 
One of the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify this 
functionality, because [some known sites on the www present 
content in a 3-D format, see Kirk coL1, lines 38-39). 

36. As to dependent claims 12, and 25 are included the same limitations as 
dependent claim 4, and are similarly rejected under the same rationale. 



Claims 6, 18, 26, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Himrnel in view of Nakamura as applied independent 
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claims 1, 13, 22 and 31 above, and further in view of Anders (hereinafter 
Anders) (US 6,269,403 B1 - filed 06-1997). 

37. As to dependent claim 6, Himmel and Nakamura do not explicitly 
disclose wherein presenting the bookmark media objects comprises displaying 
at least one thumbnail; however Anders teaches (The browser retrieves 
and Interprets the HTML defining a page to display it on a 
user's computer screen. A typical Web page may have 
multiple objects including HTML text, a background image , 
icons, audio and bitmaps for several linages, see Anders col. 1, 
lines 31-35). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Anders' teaching to display an icon on user's 
computer screen with Himmel and Nakamura method of storing on a client 
device a set of references to external destinations in a network environment, 
each destination having an associated bookmark media object; presenting the 
bookmark media objects to a user for selection. One of the ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to modify this functionality, because (This enables 
their customers to access a variety of information and communication services 
available from independent content providers and other Web users. For example, 
a typical customer can access electronic mail, news services, weather services, 
bulletin board services and travel services on the Web, see Anders col. 1 , lines 
18-21). 
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38. As to dependent claim 18, Himmel an Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 13 above and further comprising wherein 
generating the bookmark media object includes generating a thumbnail is 
directed to performing the method of dependent claim 6, and are similarly 
rejected under the same rationale. 

39. As to dependent claim 28, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 22 above and further comprising wherein the 
instructions cause the programmable processor to present the bookmark media 
objects by displaying at least one thumbnail is directed to performing the method 
of dependent claim 6, and are similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

40. As to dependent claim 32, Himmel and Nakamura disclose the limitation 
as cited in independent claim 31 above and further comprising wherein at least 
one of the bookmark media objects comprises a thumbnail is directed to 
performing the method of dependent claim 6, and are similarly rejected under the 
same rationale. 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Burke 

Himmel et al. 
Furst 
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26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-8781 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday from 8:30AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)305-3900. A 




